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there are cases where forced labour for public purposes
is,not remunerated in the ordinary sense of that word." l
This Convention marks a great advance upon all
previous international instruments ; it calls a halt
in the matter of forced labour for private profit, but
it does not demand its immediate abolition. The
paragraph dealing with forced labour for private
purposes is as follows :
" In territories in which compulsory or forced labour
for other than public purposes still survives, the High
Contracting Parties shall endeavour progressively and
as soon as possible to put an end to the practice. So long
as such forced or compulsory labour exists, this labour
shall invariably be of an exceptional character, shall
always receive adequate remuneration, and shall not
involve the removal of the labourers from their usual
place of residence/* *
The Convention has now been signed by some
25 Sovereign States, including the United States
of America. The most unfortunate feature is that
the League of Nations, under the influence of the
French, Portuguese and Italian delegates, rejected
the British proposal to treat slavery as a crime of
the same nature as piracy, and until this is agreed
upon, there seems but little possibility of stamping
out the trade in slaves across the land and sea of
the more distant parts of the world.
1 A. 104, 1926. VI. p. 2.
a Ibid. p. 5,